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[ OPINIONS] 


Of t two great Moderate 


The one a PkoTEsTANT, theg 


other a Pa yisT, both famous 
in their Kindes, 


The Reverend Servant of God Martin : 
Luther, and Petes Charron the Re. 


nomad Door of Sorbor + 


x Touching the preſent Caſe of Conſcience ((o much 
agitated amongſt us) of taking up any Arms. 
againſt our Soveraigne Lord the : 
KING. 
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(3) | 
MARTIN LVTHERS 
DECLARATION 


to his Countrimen, 


Fiſt Publiſhed in Dutch by Himſdfe, 
and tranſlated by Slider, a moſt faithful), 
Hiſtorian in his fiith book of Commenta- 
ries, and truely Tranflated from 
him into Engliſh : 

B; 2 conſtant friend to the Peace and Truth 
of the Goſpel]. 


Prejudicimn precipitinns 


L.5 Sletdan, p. 115, 


|Þ =2 encreaſing through Germany, when things 


ſeemed ro tend towards tumults, and inſurrettions (tor 
the Boores had nor yet taken up arms): L«ther im a pub- 
liſhedwriting warned allto abſtaine from edition. For | 
alchongh ſome rerrib'e aud preſent danger feemed to hang ovet 
the Churchmens heads : yet he thinks that ic yyould be nothing, or 
not fo great as to overturn all their power: for a farre greater 
miſery hangs over their heads, and that that would come to paſſe: 
Phich after Damel,Pax!. alſo foretold,that their Tyranny fhonld 
All by no humane power;but by the comming of Chriſt our Savi- 
arandihe holyGhoſtzand,thar this wasthe foundation of his opi- 
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pion, & the cauſe he never greatly reſiſted ther, yrho attempred ts 
bringabour their defiruQion with vear, & that he cecrainly knows 
that they endeavour in vain, and although happily fore ep 
Churchmen are ſlaine, yet this buichery will n6t take away all of 
them, and that they now tremble and rum up & downe & that he 
hearrily wiſhes that they may trembie more & more.if petchance 
they may repent of their offences -: burrhkauthe wrath of God 
is kindied, and that formerly they were troubled with the danger 
of their !1ves, and now of their ERates, but take no: thonght. how 
ro be reconciled to God, nay-ſecure in-all things, deipiſe fo 200d 
admonitions,and almoſt laugh at the denouncing of Gods w:ath- 
end although they have reaſon to feare nothing worſe, yet Grice 
che prelent condicion of affaires requires ſome Declaration oftry 
2dvice, I will freely fpeake my mind. And firſt of all it concerne 
che Magiſtrate to provide that their people receive not any da- 
mage.and to endeayour that Religion be not blemiſhed with falſe 
doctrines : this is their duty,and that they: oughitto uſe all the 
20wer they liave ro Gods glory.,and rhe peopies {atety:bur becauſe 
hey do far otherwiſe,ind hinder each other and ſome to maintain 
falſe Doctrines, that thoſe Princes ſhall nor eſcape unpuniſhed. 
This is not my Councell, that Papiſts ſhon!d -be oppoſed with 
arms, bar that rhe Magiſtrate ſhould binde them to their duty, 
and ſhould in this exetciſe their power and authority; and (hould 
not Rrenethen their boldneſle and impiery, neither with their 
clemency or difeml#' ing,” But as for rhe common people, and un- 
Skilfall multicude that chey muſt gravely be warned, that eh 
take not uparmes,: uniclle witli the Conlent of theix Prince : for 
otherwiie chey will loſe their Javour,and God will rake vengeance 
on them, neither all to gceat a (in bearoned with ſo light a pu- 
- niſhmenc, Burt cthatthe Magiſtrates ge.on fo ſlowly and negli- 

ently, and ſuffer {0-grear indignities, andare not a whir-moyed 
with ſo oven inyurics and icofts of the Churchmen : chis falls out 
rhrough Gods permiſſion,thatbe himlelte might revenge rhis bu- 
Engel, and poure out 211 his vengeance. on riem. And rhough 
' happily this ſhould break forth incotumules, and God fufterhigp- 
| talfe robe tatified wich ſo gentiea puniſhment -. yer thele: ways 
of tedicien are not. ouely not cOIAMCndable, but unprotuable al- 
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+0 OED TO, 
to: for there is ne reaſon 181. ſedition, and it commonly falls out, 
the innocent principally ſuffer,and that none that ra:ferh rumults. 
are exculable, although their caule be ju(t, and when a popular 
tumulc.is once up; good and koneſt men wuſi need or toge- 
ther with the ungodly and wicked. Therefore we muſt have an 
eyetothe Prince, and fo long as he firs nor, we mul! not atterpe 
any: thing privately, For ali {editiva charts {i045 Commande. 
ments; who hath commaziided that ali che differercss ot private 
men: ought. to. ve ended by Law. And Ence edition is nothing 
elſe buc private tevenge, and no man doubis but God ditallows 
and hates 1t : and that vis preſ{pt fdicjon is railed by the Devill, 
the enemy of mankind, who' nor abidivs the light of the ruth, 
Qtirs up ſedition among men ac p:ofzile the Golpell, thar he 
might bring into hatred and dilprarie rhe Truth reſtored us by 
Gods bleſſing for ſome ycers paſt, as it it came not From God, and 
ſeemed to give occafion to {6 great evils as our Advertaries excee- 
dingly brag hereof, yet their judgements are to be fleighred, and 
1 rholiy contemne them, I have neither written nor ſpoken any 
thing to kindle any ſedition. Now tor them which ask and object 


whatthen- muſt be done, and how tar muſt we {utfer rhefe indig. 
nuties,the Prince conniving and diflembling,they muſt follow this 
rule; firlt. acknowledge their (ins, wich which God being angry 
hath permitted this Churchmens tyranny to be (o laſting , andto 


| - © 
wande- ſo fare : that, this (o cruell and wicked power 1s the wa- 


gcs Or Our lins and urgodiineſſe, which if we would have taken 
.trom us, we eug/1t principally to reconci'e Cod ro us by amend- 
.menr of our Lives, then with fervent prayer defire Gods aff. 
ſtance againſt the power of the Pope, following Davids example, 
who veſought God often that he would break tie po.ver and pride 
of the ungodly. Laſtly, we muſt make tamous the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel}, and manifeſt to the whole World the impoltures of 
the Papilis.that their errours being diſcovered, and the truth re- 
ceived, men would eſteem at noug'at, and contemne whatloever 
proceeds from them : and that this is the bett means ro weaken 
. their powers. . Nothing at al is gained with force, and army, 2nd 
for rae mol? part ir f2:s out that they ace rather iircngthened by 
war. But if Chriſt ſhould be comparcd with the perien of the 
29s | | y __ 


Pope, then it would appear, whar is the differenee betwixe the 
Light of the Sun,aud darkneſſe,and what a blefing God hath con. 
ferd upon us, by makinga paſſage tor us to the knowledge ofhim- 
ſelfe.cemoving all rubs out of the way,and then ar laſt will al their 
poxerand credit decay. This may be ſhewed in my own Exam- 
ple, who have more troubled the Pontificiall power then any vi- 
lence, or force of arms cou!d doe, and therefore no other ſediti- 
on is to be vithed tor, and that the preaching ofthe Goſpel alone 
now :evivel yith Chriſts afhſtance will be powerfull; and ſha 

enough to deftroy the Popedome, Hither we muſt fix our eyes and 
mind,neither looke any withhre elſe. This is not ray work where. 
an Iam converiant{tor fo great a weight exceeds the frengch and 
meaſure of mans wit) thatthe Goſpell hath {| pread fo far, and hath 
wholly exceeded my expeRation, and therefore doubt not buc he 
which hath 1iJ the foundation of the work, hath given the en- 
creaie, will bring italſotoan end and period, althouch all our 
enemics reſiſt and oppole themſelves 2gainſtas, When che De- 
vill iaw all other his attempts in vain; berooke himſelfe to 2 new 
courſe; and ratieth men to ſedition, that he might hinder men 


from falling from his own and the Popes government; but he will 


not bringto paſſe vhat heendeavours, and >twill come to pale, 
that. more and more ?rwill be weakned by the preaching of the 
£rue dodrine, we muſt perſevere inthat dodrine with all cat© 
and diligence, and deelare how little mens decrees availe to Sat- 
vation, Satan. now {eeing the decay of his Kingdome raiſed Tr- 
malts and: affzyes to hinder the growth of the Golpell by Sedie 
£101, > I1scrue, I confeſle, that thoſe Princes which will not ſaf- 
fer the-preaching of the Golpell which preſſe and oppreſſe rheiTr 
PEOp.E many Ways, are worthy to be dethroned by. Godyor they 
arc incxcutab'e, And although this beſo, vet muſt you be. carc* 
tal! to keepe your conſciences pure .and blameleſſe, otherwiſe 
you wiil Joſe both Body and Soule.. Neither ou2hr you io conr- 
{der how great.your forces are, or how much your adverſaries are 
to be.b.ame4, buc how juſt and lawfull the cxule is 


Take theretore caretull heed. Neither believe all Sermons, for 
Saran under pretence of the Golpell hath raiſed op at this rime 
mz0y leditious and bloudy. reachers, Truly I wil freely and fin. 


cerely.. 


you maintain... 


(7 , R + 
cerely councell yon as Tought : >T1s your part to minde and hears 


ken to him that rightly counſels you, Nenher, thovgh many 
ſpeak evill ef me and raile at me, am 1 moved thereat, It is 
enongh if I'can ſnatch ſome from Cods vengeance, I regard nor 
the other crew.,and as they contemne me, ſo neither on the otter 
fide do I feare them. Burt tocometo the purpoſe, you challeng® 
indeed the name of God,and yee call your ſelves a Chriftian com= 
pany, and brag you will follow that law God hath ord ;ineJ, But 
without donbt you know Gods name is not to be raten in vain» 
nor falſly : For God hath rhreatned ſuch 2 puniſhment whic's 
waits on you, for you do not well in this buſineſſe, He thar d:owv- 
ned the worls, that deſtroyed Sodom: with fiery raine, will eaſily 
overturn yon allo whatſoever your firengrh is Bur it may be 
eaſily demonſtrared thet you fallly pretend the name of God in 
your a&ions : therefore we may cleeriy judge of the iſue.for He 
deceives not that ſaid, They ehas :ake x ſword (ball per: with rhe 
ſword, they, to wit, who botdly of chemſelves take apon them che 
powerof puniſhing, notwithſtanding : avi commands every ſox? 
to obey their Proncer reverently, and with fexre, Whar will you ann - 
ſwerto this, who feigne you will follow the preſcripr of Gods 
word,and yet inthe mean while ye take the Sword and refiſt your 
Prince whom God hath ſet over you > 15 nor this rs take Gods 
Name in vain? But you object the Prince i behaves himſelfe, 
that he is nor to be endures : for he rakes from ns the doctrine of 
| The Goſpel), and in a!l other things ſo oppreſſeth thar he cannot 
more. Crant 'tis ſo, yet notwithſtanding all this warre and ſedi- 
Tt10N are not to be raiſed : - for it belongs not ro every one to re 
firain evils, bur to him alone to whorn is given the power and 
righc ot the Sword, as the Scriprure plainly ſpeakes. Beſides not 
. onely lawes, but cac Law ef Nature too imaprinced in us, ſhevg 
that *ris not lawfull for any one to be-Jury and Judge in his own 
caulc : for we are all eh & and wholly.blinded wlth ſelfe-love, 
Bur it cannor b2 denied that this you Tumult aud fedition is a 
private revenge, becauſe you take upon you tobe judges in your 
own cauic,and endeavour to revenge thoſe injuries you think are 
done you with your own power, but this your dealing is again 
The lavy of God, rhe law of Nature,and Juſtice it lelfe. And fince 
| this 
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this1s ſo, you cannot by any meanes defend this beynous crime 
for if you haveany warrant from God for theſe doings, yon mnt 
needs declareic by ſome notable miracle. But here it. falls onc 
as Chrtt fairh, yon ſeecleerely what is io be blamed in others, 
but obſervenot how much impiety cheir is in your own cauſe, The 
Magi rate you lay dea'es unjuſtly, hut you much more unjuſtly, 
who contemning Go:}s commandement ſeaſe one anothers right, 
who. leave nothing at all ro your Prince : for what is left co hing 
yhen ye take aryay his power ? I appeale unto your ſelves. Which 
thinke you 1 the worſe of the yo, he that takes away from a man 
a great part of his goods yet leaves ſomething, or he that having 
taken away the goods, takes away his life alſo > The Prinee takes 
| from you your eſtates, he doth unjuſtly ; Buc you take aivay his 
awer wherein conſiſts his whole fortune both of body and goods; 
Therefore you are worſe then he, But you will {ay, we neither de- 
Are h1s life nor eſtare. Beleegye this he that will, I will not, Who- 
.” Joever takes away. from any one the chiete part, will nor. feare ro 
takeaway the refidue that depends thereon. But be it as you-ſay- 
Ler him enjoy his eſtate, lerhis life be fate ;-that which you have 
gone arcady exceedsall meaſure. When you have. ſpoyledhim 
=of all power, you your ſelves will bee Lords. paramount. Weigh 
this within your {elves; Ibeſeech you..; It-rhis your conrſe be 
Agommendab'e and muſt  preyaile , . there will be no- 
\.-4 Jeements, no Magiſtrates, and it ſhall be lazvfull for every ore 
Privately to doe tg any one according to his own Will and Luft, 
aciher can weooke for any, other fra from hence then Killin 
and p.undecing one another : for as every one thinks he 1s 1nju- 
ted by another, lo willhe revenge that wrong as he picaſerh, Bur. 
itthisbe unjuſt, and ought to be indured in no perſon, much leſſe 
.oag'x;;r cobe'granted to any multitude of men aſlembled toge- 
ther. Gr if it.bz granted, it is robe borne in 2azh per.on, Whar? 
1p this your company it things ſhouid come to that Liberty, that 
every one ihantd defen;l his own cwle privarely; 1 pray you what 
wou:d you d»e ? without.doubt.he ſhonld be compeld to appeare- 
beio:e te common pace of Julgement,eſtab.iſhed by you - what 
excuſe have you then,vnich teare aſunder Juſtice, and reject your 
Piigce yiom Gol himſelte hath ter oyer yon, This Law where- 
O1 


(9) | | 
of we ſptake 151mprinted in all mens minds, and is reverences 
even by che moſt barbarous peop e: for orherwife a;irhm 6 would 
betamultuoully carried. . Which did you obierve ding. ty, yet! 
were ye not ketein much bercer then the Tur#es, or tact kind of 
people ignorant of our Religion - i©1 tro nndergo? pub 'ck Tryate 
2nd obedience to che Prince makes not up a Chriitiari, For-verp 
neceſſity compels us even againſt our will: hereunto. Since there» 
fore you violate this {2 of natare, you are farre wore then me 
Heathens - fo fare are yet from being worthy of the name 0x 
Chriſtians,which tire hince you ar: 2gatero your ielyes, and wrong 
Sods name, being unworthy of the name of Turks, ftince you Vt» 
okte the law of Natuce, How then willye ſand in ine light of 
Chriſt at the day ofthe univerſall Tudgement > Looketo ic again 
and again, what teachers 03 have, for teare I left fome bloody 
Teachers have crept in amonglit you who drive you 08 vith SCr- 
mons, ihat having vour aide they might invade both power and 
Sovcraignty, carelefle wholly of your eftatesand ſalvation, God 
commands thatall revenge ſhould be leit tro him, Scrifture com- 
mands us io obey even *F governours, Therefore we mult G-" 
bey cile you {hall raife (eutrion, which at lengrh vrill fall oo your 
own pates. fer God will not. ſuffer this Lieentiouſneſſe co efs 
cpeunpunithed, and while ye ſeek tor Liberty loſe your lit 
goods. and ſon'e, Gods wrath is hot again(t you, and the Divell 
(the. enemy of all mens ſalvation) hack ſent falſe Teachers 
among you. Beware therefore and repent, Now ſhall I ſpe. 
of Chriſtianiry and Goſpell fince-you take this name upors you, 
ris fit tryall. thould bz made what manner of law your: is- And 
_ firſk Chriſt. commands us nor <e reſiſt eviil, but to him char Arikes 
the one cheeke, we muſt reach the other ; to him thar rakes away 
Qur. coat, we mult give our cloake allo - that we ſhould bieſfe 
and doc g00d to our enemies, - To the fame purFo'e.are many 
places in- Holy writ. Buc nov fee hew this your courſe anſwers 
Chrifts command; ſee wherhec your Teachers have ied you, >Tiz 
.2 Chriſtians part to ſuffer, rake up the Crofle, not to reſiſt, not to 
* Ievengenct to rike with the Sword, Bur whar like this is ſeen 
An.you Z Very hard 1s the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 2nd few Pe! fnarme 
that high indeed ey ought, which that it. may the beuer be 
| B 2 underiood. 


(10) PT LES: 
ande-7094, 1 will give-ven 21 example of that laty whereof we 
ſpeake, Peter that he might. defend his Lordand Maſter, ſmore 
tae {ervant ofthe high Prielt. Did he nor do it on good ground ?. 
Simce they did not onely ſeeke Chrifts life bat did take from hs 
Diſeip!es the Goſpell whe:eor their ſalyation did depend, vie. 
by taking avray their Maſtec Chrift ; Bur you havenot yet ſnffe. 
redo great an injury. Bur what doth Chriſt the while > he cor« 
mand: Peter. r@ abliaine from detence,deeply ſentencing-rhoſe: 
that take up the ſword without their Princes conſent antexecaure 
private revenge. What doth Chriſt when he is nailed to the craffe? 
when het forbad to teach as God the Father had conimanded d 
he beares patiently, relies wholly on God the Father, and prayes. 
unto him for his Perſecntors, you mutt tread 'in taeſe Footfteps, - 
or lay down that plorionsrtitle. But now {ince you take up arms, 
you ſhall nor obtaine your deſires and your weapons (hall fall our 
of your hands, And now will I ſpeak ſomewhat of my ſelfe,” The 
whole. world oppoſed 'me-mightity, and yer notwithſtanding by 
how rauch their oppefirion-yas more veherent, by ſo much did 
my doStrine ſpread the wider. How {ſo > Becauſe T 'did nothin 
violently, I raiſed no Tumult, I was nor defirous of revenge, bur 
the civill Magiſtrate I reverenced and honoured them-with my 
writings as much-as-in me lay, and what was moſt principall;, 
committing all ro God, l did acquieſle in his power. - Thus there. 
tcre have 1 been preſerved to this day, though the Popeand my 
Adverfaries gnaſk their teeth at me, and my doSrine batt ſpread 
:0120p p2ople. Bur you proceed too violent!y; andwhiles you. 
chin; you prometethe work, conceiue nor how mach you en- 
damage 16, . Theſe things are fpoken ro- this purpote, that you 
'2y aade from-you the name _ot Chriſtians, thongh yee main- 
z41ntac belt cauſe, yer: as we ſhewed before, tis neither lawfall 
tora .Chrifian man te fight againſt, nor. refit an- evill Prince. 
The title therefore, and: name-of Chriſtians I nenhter 
grant, norgive you-z Neither wou'a I hereby excuſe your Prin- 
ces, or they doe many things nnuſtly 1 accnowledge, yer nevyer- 
theictie rhis your action 1sfarre removed trom the proteiiicn of 
the Cihriiti.n name, But if you ſhall wilfully keepe rharname, 
3244 under rhis culous {hail thadow-your canie ; 1 profefle my felfe 


your 
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Shes He (12) 

your Enemy, becavſe nnder prerence of he CGof pe!! .yee do ehrar 
which plainly croflerk the doctrine of Chci?-Therefore ! ſr.a't pray 
Gol that be rou'd look on you a'tar of & 01 erthrow this your 
eontle. 1 ſhall thus prays thongh T hal rather you tThoutd to de- 
meane your ſ{elvcs, that it might nor. he needfall for me to pray 
thus.againſt you ;| They which are rme Chrilttans do norking vi= 
olently.,but ſuffer and pray as the holy men of all times ſhew by 
their example : for this is ihe only laying way, and brings Orea- 


| tefi quiet tothe Conteicnce. Brr you exn expect no bietfing from 


God, Indeed it may come to paſlle (that £5ad winking at it) you. 
may finde ſome ſnccefle bur 21 1a all will rurne to your owre 
&ſirm&ton, ye ovght not te force 4ny thing trom the Magitrare? 
for thats acainft ſuſtice ard rhe law of nature. The paces of 
Scripture quoted by your * eachers 2re neither fally nor Aith/uliy | 
cited, and being more nterziy eyed make not for yu, 


| butzgainſtyou, This you privcipally lay, the Goſpell is ravert 


from yon, but it cannot be that any one ſhould be driven there 
from, for >cis not ried ro any cerraine place, but freely wanders 
and is ſpread rhroughour the worid : as that Rtarre which ſhone 
to them thar came from the Eaſt, ſhewing thera Where Chriſt 
was borneand lay. Tis indeed in the Princes power to forbid a- 


. ey oneto come where the Goſpell is ratight, bur ?tis in our po- 


Wer £00, to forlake our Country, and to perſue this Dorine 1n 
other Countries. * Any place it ſelfe is nor to be kept or ſeized on 
by you, but muſt be refigned up to the Prince or Lord, and we 
muſt goe ſome whirher elle as Chriſt reacherh. As for the FR 
dewand concetning the chooſing of Miniſters, tis well if you 
p:occed orderly , For if the Prince were doner of the goods 


wherewtth the Miniſters are maintained, then 2tis not layytul: tor 


the peop'e to beſtow it on any one : but. firſt the Prince is to be 
Gefired to let over a Paſtor, if he refuſes, the people may c:oole 
3nd maintain one at their own charges ; it the Prince permit 
nor this, then muſt the chofen Paſtor fly, and he that will with 

him : it you do otherwiſe you commite ſinne and injury. And 
this is my opinion (men and b-erhrey) which you deiired of 
me ; Aoivy 2tts your part, linge you write, you wit: obey the rc- 
fraonics of Scriprure, to apply your minds heceunto, © But doe 


L not 


(12) | 
not {5 ſoon as theſe things ſhall be brought unto you ſhew-ax 
if { v=i8 becumerksy Princes flacterer as if I caught tra'y; bat 
firſt »eigh the whole matter, and the reaſons urged, for certainly 


a —— 


your balinefſe is handled, buc eſpecially beware of rhoſe rea- 


eversthar Rtirre yon up, I knovy ail this kind of men, they led 


you to (icep, that they may get- honours and cltates by your 
datiger. | 


The cauſe why Luther ebielts wwo ther a falſe 8itls wherewith 


obey freed them(elves from reproach, was thu, becazſe that pr + im | 


their Letters, hen he's ined and compelled mens to an aſſecia- 
ticn, braggdtha: they put themſelves in arms by Gods conmaard, axd 
out of Love to the Coremon-wealth, :har the Goſpell might be made 
fewors, encreaſe, and be hept, that truth ard righteouſnefſe aud hore- 
fy of Lefe might be enlarged, that they might provide for themſelves 
and theirs, and might not be any more oppreſſed by any force. 4:4 
when they hed this given as account of their doings, 11 few words, 
they commanded their Neighbours that preſently ad ont of band they 
haften to then: in armes and aids thers, if «et, they chez thread cher 
they would ſpeed ro 3hem with all their forces. | 
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x Would fain know what you thinke of theſe times > Dot! 
a this publique agitztion, though it were free from ſuck 
monRrons,hocrible, and bloody exploits, aMi&t you > For 

| roy own particular, I have ( 1 rthanke God) made a good * 

vantage of it 1n refpect of many others ; bur rhe Di- 
AnaRions, , which my imagination receives and faffers by it, are 
faek, az 3ll the reſt-that is in -rac is nothing in reſp<2t ofir. Ir 
farwes there 3 33 BO reaſon one ſhould beakogethes exerpred from 


\ 
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it yet world T be hidde in foe corner, where 1 might know 
- nothing ci'lall were. done, and char. chen I might becoid the tto- 
xy of ic. But jecus}cave this, and come torthat which concernes 
..- he Conſcience, Lwillconfefle my 1eife to you, and treely tell 
you what I thinke of it, 
- Thecime way, when Twas tzmpering to be of the League and 
had ſerone foot into ir ; tor indeed I was never wholly nor re(o- 
lurely of is ; froly their ations extreamely oftended me, Thar 
which h2d enclinzd mers it, yas principally che buſineſle of Blox 
Which much afflicted me, for no other reaſon, but for the- defulr 
T found in the manner and proceeding of the execution.. Noyy 
| that greatheat of choller and. indigeation being ſorgwhat coo. 
icd, and havingheard people of ail ſorts ralke thereupon, contul. 
tiny oftentimes by my lelfe, of that which jn Conſcience a man 
cu ht to hold and b-lieve therein, atlevgih I perceived my feife 
Lo be mvch chanzed. For I found rhar, firſt doubtfall, then wice 
| ked, finally horrib'e and 29ominable, which before ſeemed to 
me, not only tollerable. but good and expedient, and fo came 
to be exceedingly aibamed_.of my ie!te, and to have pitty and 
compaſion of others, whom 1 ſay fill blinded wich my ecronr, 
and tecking how I-came to firay. in that manner, confidering 
that [ knew yell enough before all that which brought meto my 
. ſelfeagaine, I found that it was . :ffion and rage, and that as 
long as ! was 1n any opinion of che League, I was as it were in 
cho!ler, in a continuall feaver and morion, whereby 1. learned 
co: my colt, that..ic was impoſſible to be mnevedand> wie 3] at a 
The beginning of my readviſemenr proccedcei from a fen- 
rence the g00d Cajtedor, who faith, Nullam ſatts jnftam can+ 
ſam wvid:ri poſſe, adverſns Patriam arma capiendi, which came 
int9 my minde, :1 will not plead che Kings caiile,nor encer in- 
10 theaccalation & jullihcation of the King andiths-Leapue; was 
ny Pamphlets run up and down'of that SubjeR; Thave ſeen ſame 
of them, and in thern ali me thinks ſomething may be 3dded borh 
to the accutations and juſtifieati>ns {© that ail-is nor- (pok 
that m2y be {aid on either fide,” Bur ſuppoke; that 'all rich 
Lcapue delivers of rhe Kihg be crue; wheres *aHthir is-alef}s . 
agauilt him, is cdlurgny'or- meer! impoſture; et zrm6ft epi 
| A ures 
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Anreand: divinaticnsfor the ddd rt come, whereupon it were 
not {je mnclras robe permicted t6 frame an indichver: zgainfs 
the veriet-wreteh in the world} and'one tyat were the moſt ab 
hominab'e creature that ever was, or 632 Be. :magineds what wilt 
one; what cati one conchude' thereof } Thar. 1t 15 perinitted on 
lawfall for the French to riſe np j1)-Armes againſt the King, Por 
quan. regnlam > 1s there any Law, Rue; Decilion; Example; or 
Sentence ſerving thereanto ? Ler usſpeak-ecionſly in Coriitienct 
3$hefore God: for-1 ſeare and proteſetiat Ihave no other carts 
fderarion, 1 find three points ot doctrine jn the holy Scripture 
touching rhis matter ot obeying or diſobeying Soreraignes. Fh fk 
we havea very-exprefle commandement of obeying Kings, 24+ 
arcſed toaltin Generall p Omns anma poreſt atib1 frblemmoribres 
ſubana fit. And that with two very notab'e additions for the 
preſent caſe ; the one of obeying all 25 well geodas b.d: for in 
watrer of obedience; the goodneſle or badnefle of the. vapcrior 
comes not any way into conhlderation, nor. ought either to ad- 
vance or retard, heat or-coole the Subjett in obeying. tor the 
commandement and obligation of obeying, 15 grounded on that 
which 1sof God,namely on his-ordinance, and not on that which 
isof man. Noweſt peteſt &%5:11f1 4 Deo, & pore ſt as'a Des ordinat a Rom 
eft, nag, quipoteſtat repſtit, Dei ordinationi relta. In laying all 
power 15 of God; he doth not except nor exclude ſo much as one, 
laying that it is the ordinance of God, he forbids looking on the 
merits or demerits, worth, goodnefle, or indignity of Perſons 
There: is no-reaforr that the defaults' of men ſhould abate any 
thing of -the infiitution and ordinance of God. Moreover the 
Examples of Nebuchadonoxor Saul of C. far, are moſt exprefte for 
«. Toalledge the Tyzanvy, wickednefle) infufficiercy, negli« 
gence of Kings, is 101ay they are wicked but for all chat they 

. ceaſ6 nor to be rrne Kings: Now they are tobe obeyed, not be. 
caule they are gocd. =, AN they are true, that 15 to fay, iave 


full; For-we-maſt irs all things know how to diftineuiſh betyixt ' 

true and good: faifeand evill.. The ſonneof God layes, that we 

are ro'beware of falſe Prophets, bur not of thoſe char are jvicked, 
were-never.to-have done, -a man muſtihen goe out of this - 


| Nerld:. Gonrarily he wills us to obey tho! that are wicked, ſuch + 
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avthe Scribe? and Phariſees were; Rs were airevily wicked ; 
but becauſe they were trae: and fargiin Moſs chayre, the: forme 
af God commands thetn to be ' obeyed. The other addition:is, 
EBat obediencebe readred ro them,not tor any humane policique 
conſideration, 2s tor neceſſity. qua} malune fir neveſſar:icm, or for 
any utility that may redound thereby to tumane ſociery, or toz- 
rod che creub!es and milchicies that may enſue chereof, if one 
thould diſobey and ftirreany rhimg in the State; bur for 2 ſpiricu-. 
all and conſcientious conſideration, Nox ſo/um prepter iran((aith 
Satnt Paul) ſed etram prepter conſciemiem ; Anda lirtle before he 
bad ſaid, Que refffunt ip SE7 danmatieners acquirant, Behold 
che firſt point which containes the Commandercgen:, moſt exe 
preſie,mof: generall, moſt arapie and pregnanr. Burt's this Com« 
mandement fo abſolute that there is no exception in it ? nor is 
there any place of dilobeying tt 2 Yes, that there is; which is rhe 
fecond point. The holy Scripture teaches us not to obey ; bur chat 
i£1n one onely cerrain cate, which is when they command things | 
contrary to God. Bur how is that lay 12 For ler Soveraignes live; | 
thinke, lay, doe whatſoever they wil againit- Cod, Nature, and | 
all Lzw, thar ſhall All upon cheir owne account, it is not tor the * | 
Subje4 to regard it, 1t 15 2 crime tolpeak, and to revile it, WahaL 
audiciouineiſe, wht madnelle js it for one tocontroll, judge.con- 
demne the actions and deportments of his Saveraigne ? A matt 
15 not permitted to doe it to his Neighbour, to his companion, 
the Scriprare forbids it. Will 2 man have more awtho;ity; and 
right over his King, then the King exerciies over 11s Subeas! 
He goes not to look nor prye into ſecrets. To diicover and ny 
liſh the diſeraces of his Superior, of his King, is moſt vouthy of 
the malediction of Cham and Carann, But when not £6ntent 
ro live, doe, and fay, they will yer by Edicts and Ordinances, by 
expreſſe commandementgand by force conſtraine cheir Subjev! | 
ra doe things contracy to G04, then and ip that caſe ceales cheit 
Sup2riority and their power-which is tnbordinate co that of Sod, 
as they the nicives acanowiegge, 11 ſaying they are Kings by the 
grace of '3923, Cod is cheir: Superior, God iz che firit and. gn0/ 
ancient Creditor, unto whom we arcelpecilly: boun,:and wi 
3 {(traiter obligation, whog 2 Arc fxtt £9 $29 and tatisiic; ce | "0 
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ke obey Kings,but to obey God, who enrmtaznds it, and Harh in- 
thronized them ?-11, fuch a cafe the word of God dilfencerh wirk 
vs from obzying chem, ſaying, that we muſt racher obey God ther” 
wen. And our Saviour.fayes that we are nor to teace them that 4g, 
have poiver over the Body, and not over the {oule, bur Hum thas 
hath power over them both.  Howbeit withall vieare ro rememe 
: ber, that althoughthey command things conrary to:God;andarc 
ot to be obeyed therein, yer leave they nor tor all that 'ro betine 
| Kings, retaining fill their porver and authority, and in all comes 
things obedience j5 duero ther, [ulran the Apoſta:a periecuting 
Chriſtianity, whereof he had wade profeflian, and under the tt. 
cle of it had entered into. poſſeflion of the Empire, was acknowes 
ledped for true Emperour, and-obeyed by the Chriſtians in che 
warres,avd allother matters, {zving the xenouncing of their Ee- 
- ligion, 2s Saint Ambroſe; and Saint Anuguf ine affirme, and as the 
Hiſtory delivers atlarge.. It is. not to be admitted: which icme 
Ay, how the Chriſtians were not. then ſtrong enough to reſiſt, 
that is to be £00 much igtorant ofthe Rory, the Army,the Ro- 
.tane Legions, yea tf #4 orbic Remants were then Chriſtians ; © 
that ifthere were any Pagans reinaining,it was Rot ONE in a hut - 
'dred - The Generalls and great. Captains were Chrittians, 
appeared aftec his death, for wirhont any. diſpute or diflica'ty, 
Empire was unanimcnſly conferred on - Jevmimn, a Chriltian, 
ho was the greateſt and next .to ul». Bur what will they ſay 
tothe Emperours that.came afrer,and were Heretiques as 2 / 
lens, Zeno, Leo, 1[auricis, Arrians, Anaſtaſins; and Emychier, 
and others, who perſecuringthe Octhodox Chriſtians, vere not= 
withſtanding acknowledged for Emperours, and obeyed by ther 
withour diſpute or contradiction. Bur it is net enough ro iay 
- thax they arenor. to be obeyed, for we mult. nor. reft there z we 
mult know whet we arc to doe; and learn the Lawfu!l, juſt, and 
. meet.remedies in ſuch a calc, or in ſuch an extremity ; which is 
: thethjrd point, I find that the Scripture gives us two Pugere au? 
. Pati,a third TI meer with none. The one of thele Remedies 19 to a» 
vandan.quir,y the Conntry and Land; the other ro encure and 
L lyfte all things. The Sonne of God hath tanght us both of them, 
*. Elin vord asin deed ; If #15 perſecnte you wn one (rt, fly ws 
Ws - antner ; 


OY 
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19,21. drethe? ; You ave happy if you ſeffer for my dues ſe. So late. 
855d men, ſohath the Maſter done, there is ne resſon that the 
| Ha and the Diſciple ſhenld fare better; The chird, which is | 
norto fly, not roendureoratren]the blow, v1t to oppoſe wits 
2 ftrong hand, to riſe up in Armes, where is that vritten > Lec 
the whole Sorboxne, ler all the Le:gue together ihey ir me ifthe 
en; now.it is eaſy to ſhew the contraty. Nabichedonower and 
Cer, beiides that they were both of then Tdolaters, they wett 
not iraeand lavtill Kings by the ordinary way.. bit ScrattZers , 
ulurpers, who by force of Arms had invaicd and feized upon the 
Land of Iſrarl ; Kings by force and not by right, nevercheleſſe : 
** 23 commanded that Nabuchady22zo7 (1 ould bs 9bzyed; and | 
4 the twenty (eventh of ſererzy all thoſe are called falſe Prophets . | 
thar would perſiyade the Peovie from obeying Him. Andir is | 
5mmanded by ont Saviour to render nnto Ceſer that which is 
is. And Saint. Paw: appeaied utito Ceſar; which was Vers, the | 
noft wicked and wretched rhan rhat ever was borne of a women, 
-1 rhis is farze enough from rebelling. The atforeſaill examples 
Thlizn the Apoffata,. and other Hereticall Etnperonrs ſew 
10 the quite contrary;: Tt is permitted not to o5ty; ahd that if | 
=ztaine caie onEly, bittro rebel, atid aſe vrayes of foree, ne- 
SCt\een not obeying and varting againf:rhere is a great di- | 
-4nce, as beriveen Omifton and Commiſſion «- between the | 
11i4 char 652yes not his Farhey, who commands him to kill his 
her, anathe Cluilirhat would cat his Fathers throat; and pere | 
cures himts the uttermalt. O che exceilency of the Goſyeti'? | 
rhe; Paruy of Chritian DoArme! which gives us fo pood ard 
veet2meanintuch prefſing an deſp2rare extreinirtes, an expe- 
iientTo proper, thr Mi 13: prelerved without wolence, Which is fo | 
Fnugh conurary wo the'thirity ef Chriſtian meekneſſe, "The Laws 
gc 1 23 pill are nor contrary one to zhvther; The Commande- 
tens of 052vins Gol: not. reſiſting of Soveraigries, nor ro be | 
rroaye1 tt Gol and the King, are they comrary ? Duty and | 
Fore® t»2.thzy opphte on? another? there is a'goal remedy for | 
E# fexiy th every mans han4withour viy'entins any ching, Arc 
thoit'rtinr-n1eactted ? ger thee gone, recice ont of the way ; the | 
Ez7h 1s the Lords, a man travailes tor farre lighter cagles ; vive 
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| place to wrath; to force and ſave thy ſelfe with God, Hai: 
| conrage ? never camea thing more opportunely ro thee | 
| Saerifice to God of all thar thou haft, and of rhy ſelfe teo ; give 
| two, nay three blowes with one ftone ; make haft to pav nature 
| her due, withall for thy laſt ftroake doe a notable ſervice to Cod, 
and reapea great and perperuall benefit for thy {elfe, - Behold the 
| doctrine of the Senne, Well then, 1willent it ſhorter then 21! 
ethers that diſpute, deny, excuſe, conjure, juſtifie, and 
length. 1 ſayin word, Grantall that the League ſayes t- 
Wit is not, 1 and worſe,yert is it not permitted, nor lawf.:; 
| hy cauſe whatſoever, to uſe the way of Force againſt 
' ratgne, bur ſo to doe isa wieked, accurſed and per: 
Now what aſſurance can they of the League h»: 
; ences, to be ſo furious again their true,na: 
| King, though hewere alrogerher ſuch, as the; 
be? Ifay then that there 1s no Heaven tor them 
the King, and dying in that eſtate, were there noti: 
found amiſle in them, they carry their condemnarion 
them ; and for a heavyer and more grievous aggravation 
they doe: participate in. all the Murthers, Trealens, Rob! 
| ſeandalls, and wickednefles, which are committed on ever + 
whereof they are the cauſe, 
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